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City mops up
wet basements,
floating debris

Waterproofing companies overwhelmed
with calls from distraught bomeowners

JARNE GA DD
The Gilobe rord Marl, Tevanio

enanis, homeowners  and rit}'

cleanup crews face a week of
backbreaking., sometimes heart-
breaking, work to cleas the sodden
detritus of the weckend's vislent
TP,

While city wiorkers will be fishing
for tree limbs, stumps and debris
that the siorm Friday night and San-
urday morning washed into Toron-
two's  harhour,  thousands  of
residents whose basemsenis could
mat  withstargd the TO-mellimetne
deluge will be throwing oul carpeis
and furmnliure and calling their in-
SUFANCE BEEnIS.

Waterproofing companies were
inundated with calls from abau
midnight Friday through the week-
end,

Angelo Garaci, who runs Water-
tite Waterproofess Lid., said he re-
ceived 10 fimes the volume of calls
b pets after 2 normal rainstorm, 85
since Friday night.

He spent the weekend visiting
the hardest-hil homes and assess-
ing what work will have 1o be done.

Many of the callers, with 30 cen-
timeetres of water on thelr basement
Aoors, were in a state ol bewilder-
ment and panic.

“Ome couple showed me a video-
tape they made of water jetting up
1% Feet into the air from their
dralns.” Mr. Geraci sasd. “Thelr
carpet and furniture and  stereo
stand were ruined.”

As  always  happens o (he
tradesmen who specialize in ne-
pairs that people tend 1o defer, ev-
eryone  wanied  him  there
immediately.

“They want instani Hr.::i.ﬁ::a[inn,"
br. Garaci said with a chuckle.
*They =ay, "What do you mean you
can't coame owt foday?

Besides  deftermining  wihether
their foundations are cracked orF
whether the problem is merely

leaky window wells or backed-up
ppees, Mr, Garaci dispenses advice
to trawmatiesd resldents who en-
visage their  hard-earned cash
draining away with the foodwaters.,

Insurance companies, he says,
will pay for flood damage and even
sendd oul erews to help remove -
i artiches, B I:iu."g,' will not kick
in any money o repair leaks,

Sinee most policies have a 3500
deductible, he suggesis people not
even bother their insurance agenis
if the damage is worth less than
that. For example, if waterlogged
broadlppm  is the problem, it's
chedper o get somepne in w dry
and steam-clean 1.

Lynn Cavan, co-owner of Ciry
Wide Waterproafing, said the com-
pany was bombarded with calls on
ihe weekend, 70 in comparison o
the usual two ot three.

“People were really distraught,”
she sald, “They had so0 much water
accumubating in thelr basements
that they just didn’t know what to
do or who to call.”

Many bl no idea whether their

‘One couple showed
me a videotape they
made of water jetting
up 1Y% feet into the air
from their drains.
Their carpet and
furniture and stereo
stand were ruined.’

imsurance polickes covered  Aood
damage, she said,

"You need a specific clause in
your pelicy, and the deductible is
usually higher for warer.”

Ome privaie haulage company s
offering needy residents its services

wewkend azseszing the damage caused by ualer coming into their basemenis throwgh windows, cracks or backed-up drains,

free this week so they can dispose
of damaged items and debiris.

Derick Laduraniyve, who muns the
company 1-B00-GOT-JUNE, said he
was walching television news dur-
ing the swrm and decided he
warled I hq'l|| 1he Ihul.u.:lnl.h al
poor Toromnio residents Ii'UII'lE_ in
bascment aparimaents.

Hie zaid twao of his company™s six
wrucks  will be  offered  witheouwt
charge to haul away debris, includ-
ing =soil, wood and carpeting. for
pertple whio lack the megns to pay.

"We have a stall of 15 ready 1o
corgie their tbme o I|-|,-I|1- in the
flood  cleanup.” Mr. Laduraniye
sakbd.

Police services and uatilities put
oul press relesses on the weekend
warning peophe to call 911 immadi-
ately if bascment flooding beoomes
sodeep that it covers electrical ou-
lets or extinguishes the pilo Hghes
o satural-ghs appliances.

Halton Reggonal Police advised
resiclenis  to avoid  pomg  inlo
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floeded basements because of the
possitbity of being elecirocuied,
Police  depariments ||'|1|.':||I|u|

warnings o parents ot W albow

their children near coeeks amd
streams, where fasi-flowing wiater
con make o usually quiel stream
dangerous

A H-year-old university stadens
divwnod in a storm-filled creek in
Kitchener-Waterloa early on Satur-
dlay.

Alleen  Prowdieom of Kiekland,
O, was rerarming with frkends 1o
her residence at the University of
Waterko after a party

They walked along a paih beside
a II.IIII:Ii:IH:..' amall eoewek thar had
filled with rushing water from the
rimsinm

Ms. Prowdioot died after diving in
e Ay o hidlp o friend who hied
jumped inte e creck and hod
e I.'.iHIHI'Il v e current of & sub-
meerged cubvert.

Both of tem were drageed un-
derwater  through  the  15-meire

NG

Inline skaters pass some of the debris left along the Don River by the 70-millimetres of rain that fell during Friday's storm, Many homeouvers spent the

pipe. The fricnd was rescued down-
stream, hat Ms. Prowdioot was not
ot aennil 50was oo late,

In Toronto Harbowr, members of
the police marine unit had o steer
around foatng wee stumps, logs
amd branches, and of least one
floating picnic tahle, on the week-
end.

Constable Creorge Dee sand work:
ers from the Toromto Pon Authority
will begin today to haul these float-
ing obstacles Trom the water, as
wall a5 |'|||||1Fn. ol cardboard, cans
and garbugme bags wiashed into the
lake

Al the Ashbridge's Bay Yache
Club. work will begin to replace a
dock ripped  from  its mooTings
when the heavy wind and rain
forced sailbanis benearth i

“I've never seen anything Hke i,°
saed  club 1'I|t|:rI||'|.'|,'-|' Catbeerine
Fagan, who spoke lor many sailors
when she said she was glad she was
mot an the water when the surprise
st hig
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